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▪ Advance the national conversation about health disparities in colon 
cancer seen for minority and uninsured/underinsured patients.

▪ Formulate first steps to resolve these disparities
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▪ Health equity refers to the study and causes of differences in the quality 
of health and healthcare across different populations.  Health equity 
means that everyone has a fair and just opportunity to be healthier. 

▪ Health equity in colon cancer screening means equal opportunities for 
people, regardless of who they are, where they are from, or what they do 
every day to live free of colon cancer

Braveman P,  et al.   What Is Health Equity? And What Difference Does a 

Definition Make? Princeton, NJ: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, 2017.



▪ The reduction in CRC related mortality is significantly differently for 
white males and females when compared to all other racial and 
ethnic groups

▪ AA and Hispanics with a family history of CRC are the least likely to 
participate in CRC screening

▪ AA are less likely to know their family history of cancer, or share 
information about polyp removal

Jackson CS, Oman M, Patel AM, Vega KJ. Health disparities in colorectal cancer among racial and 

ethnic minorities in the United States. J Gastrointest Oncol 2016;7(Suppl 1):S32-S43. 



▪ AA have lower levels of trust in healthcare providers, fewer encounters, and are 
less likely to experience continuity of care, more likely to be uninsured

▪ “Therefore, it has been suggested that an urgent unmet need exists to increase 
participation of minorities as care providers in biomedical fields and to improve cultural 
competencies of all care providers.”

▪ Screening disparities are most significant for uninsured Hispanics (19%).

▪ Data exists for Pacific Islanders, Native Americans, Alaska natives, Korean, Chinese 
Vietnamese and Japanese Americans.  There is a paucity of clinical data.  CRC 
incidence and screening are affected by migration and screening method.

Jackson CS, Oman M, Patel AM, Vega KJ. Health disparities in colorectal cancer among racial and 

ethnic minorities in the United States. J Gastrointest Oncol 2016;7(Suppl 1):S32-S43. 



▪ Health literacy is the degree to which individuals have the capacity to obtain, 
process, and understand basic health information and services needed to make 
appropriate health decisions.

▪ Health literacy is dependent on individual and systemic factors:

▪ Communication skills of lay persons and professionals

▪ Lay and professional knowledge of health topics

▪ Culture

▪ Demands of the healthcare and public health systems

▪ Demands of the situation/context

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 2000. Healthy People 2010. Washington, DC: 

U.S. Government Printing Office.



▪ Health literacy affects people's ability to:

▪ Navigate the healthcare system, including filling out complex forms and locating 
providers and services

▪ Share personal information, such as health history, with providers

▪ Engage in self-care and chronic-disease management

▪ Understand mathematical concepts such as probability and risk

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 2000. Healthy People 2010. Washington, DC: 

U.S. Government Printing Office.



▪ You tell me!!  Here is what we have heard:

▪ What can members of the affected communities do to improve disparities?

▪ Is fit testing appropriate for uninsured people who may have chronic problems 
with access?

▪ Are there aspects to survivorship that are different for minorities, uninsured 
patients- lower levels of empathy? Trust? Disempowerment?
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