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Purpose ƻŦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ Webinar 
ÅProvide an overview of five major data sets that track 

colorectal cancer screening: BRFSS, NHIS, HEDIS, UDS 
and Medicare claims data 

ÅAnswer key questions about each data set, such as: 

ïHow to access 

ïWhat they measure 

ïStrengths and weaknesses of each, 

ÅHelp you understand when you might use each in your 
work 

ÅQ&A 
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Overview 

Ç Established 1984 

 

Ç Cross-sectional telephone survey 

ÁConducted by state health departments  

ÁLandline and cellular telephones 

ÁTechnical and methodological assistance from CDC 

 

Ç Collects state data about U.S. residents regarding 

ÁHealth-related risk behaviors 

ÁChronic health  conditions 

ÁUse of preventive services 

 



How often is data collected?  

Ç BRFSS 

ÁAnnual 

ÁCore questions 

ÅFixed, rotating, and emerging 

ÁOptional modules 

ÁState added questions 

 

Ç CRC questions 

ÁRotating core, even years (2012, 2014, etc.) 



What is measured? 

Ç FOBT 

 

Ç Sigmoidoscopy 

 

Ç Colonoscopy 

 

Ç Fixed time interval responses (within the past year, 2 

years, 3 years, 5 years, 10 years, more than 10 years 

ago) 



CRC screening prevalence 



What gets reported? 

 

 





How is the data accessed?  
http://www.cdc.gov/brfss 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/brfss


How is the data accessed? 

http://www.cdc.gov/brfss 




