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80% in Every Community 

National Achievement Awards 
Grand Prize: Pueblo Community Health Center
ǒCommunity Health Center

Honorees
ǒHitting Cancer Below the Belt

Community Organization

ǒPenn Medicine
Hospital/Health System

ǒNebraska Cancer Coalition
Cancer Coalition/State Roundtable

ǒSenator Maryellen Goodwin and 
Representative Mia Ackerman
Elected Leaders

ǒAccess to Screening: A Colorectal Cancer 
Alliance Prevention Initiative
Nonprofit Organization
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The 2023 80% in Every 
Community National 
Achievement Awards

Submit your nominations by Nov. 22!

nccrt.org/awards



Communities of Success ï80% in EC Awardees4

ShivanMehta
MD, MBA, MSHP

Assistant Professor
University of Pennsylvania
VA Medical Center

Sarah Shafir
MPH

Director, National Partnerships
American Cancer Society

Dionne Christopher

Partnerships & Programs Manager
Colorectal Cancer Alliance

Melinda Conklin
MS, MEd

Founder / Executive Director
Hitting Cancer Below the Belt



Hitting Cancer Below the Belt

Thursday, November 17, 3:30 PM



Hitting Cancer Below the Belt (HCB2)

Colorectal Cancer Screening & Prevention

Melinda Conklin, MS, MEd 
Founder/Executive Director

HCB2 is a colon health and colorectal cancer 

prevention organization based in Richmond, Virginia 
hcb2.org

ñOur vision is build and bridge resources to 

create communities where cancer is 

challenged to survive.ò
- HCB2



ÅFunds FIT screening programs at 11 medical 

sites across the Commonwealth of Virginia.  

ÅUnique and entertaining education through 

appearances and presentations as well as 

blogs, podcasts, and media.

ÅNutrition support for cancer patients 

and survivors.

ÅNEW! Junior Board!

Preventing & Defeating 
Colorectal Cancer

ñColon cancer screening can be a difficult 
conversation to have with anyone. HCB2ôs 
inflatable colon is a great conversation 
starter because it is an attention getter.ò 

- Suzanne T., RN Endoscopy



3,125 people received FIT and/or colonoscopy 

ÅCancer has been found and treated in at least 4 patients

ÅAverage FIT return rate is 64% 

ÅClinic partners have reached over 85% FIT return rate 

ÅNo wait list for uninsured patients to be screened 

Impact of Education - Meet Thom and Steve 

ÅAdditional HCB2 events & activities
have helped save lives 

¢ƘŜ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ I/.нΩǎ 9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ

ñOne event saved three lives within
my network. Wow. Keep it up.ò

- Thom K.



¢ƘŜ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ I/.нΩǎ 9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ
Impact of Nutrition - The Need is Great 

ÅQuality nutrition shown to reduce risk of CRC, provide support during 

treatment, and potentially reduce cancer recurrence

ÅAn estimated 214 people have received a HCB2 Healing 

Belly Basket and/or direct education 

ÅIn 2020-22, approximately 

47% of requests have come 

from out of the area 

ñThank you for the many resources you 

shared with meéand for the healing basket 

full of amazing items. Truly, the work you do 

is deeply meaningful and impactful.ò

- Karen F.



The Lessons Learned
Å Education without screening resources = LESS impact

Å Access (and affordability) is critical 

Å Successful uptake of screening also requires choice 
and quality patient navigation to address barriers  

ÅCRC prevention is a large need and efforts must address access 
to care, quality food, and ways to reach diverse communities.  

ñThank you so much for all you are doing for our patients. 
Itôs incredible the difference the FIT program has made!ò

- Leslie G. 


