
[ORG] Announce [INSERT NEW INITIATIVE] (e.g., Screening Program for the Uninsured]

[ORG] joins  major national effort to save lives from colorectal cancer by 2018 
through increased screening

[CITY, STATE] – [DATE] – [ORG] today announced [INSERT ONE OR TWO SENTENCES DESCRIBING THE NEW INITIATIVE (e.g., that they launched a new screening program for the uninsured, that they have a new patient or physician reminder system, that there is a targeted community outreach program, etc.)]
 This promising program is a key part of [ORG]’s commitment to the 80% by 2018 initiative, a shared goal led by the National Colorectal Cancer Roundtable (NCCRT) to have 80% of adults regularly screening for colorectal cancer by 2018. [ORG] signed the 80% by 2018 pledge at an event on [DATE].

[INSERT DETAILS ABOUT THE NEW INITIATIVE.]

[INSERT QUOTE FROM ORG SPOKESPERSON ABOUT WHY THEY BEGAN THIS INITIATIVE, STEPS THEY’VE TAKEN AND/OR HOW IT IS IMPORTANT TO THE COMMUNITY. INCLUDE RECOGNITION OF KEY PARTNERS FOR SUPPORTING THE INITIATIVE IF APPLICABLE.]

[INSERT QUOTE FROM AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY HEALTH SYSTEMS STAFF PRAISING PARTNER ORG EFFORTS AND COMMENTING ON ITS IMPORTANCE. CONTACT YOUR LOCAL ACS HEALTH SYSTEMS STAFF TO REQUEST A QUOTE.]

“80% by 2018” is an NCCRT initiative in which hundreds of organizations have committed to substantially reducing colorectal cancer as a major public health problem and are working toward the shared goal of 80% of adults aged 50 and older being regularly screened for colorectal cancer by 2018. Colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths in the U.S. when men and women are combined, and a cause of considerable suffering among more than 134,000 adults diagnosed with colorectal cancer each year in the U.S. When adults get screened for colorectal cancer, it can be detected early at a stage when treatment is most likely to be successful, and in some cases, it can be prevented through the detection and removal of precancerous polyps. According to a 2015 study, if we can achieve 80% by 2018, 277,000 cases and 203,000 colorectal cancer deaths would be prevented by 2030.

For more information or to learn about resources in your area, visit: [ORG WEBSITE AND/OR CANCER.ORG]. 

[bookmark: _GoBack][Insert Organization’s Boiler Plate Language – include organization description, mission, and contact information including website]

[INSERT APPROPRIATE LINK FOR MORE INFORMATION (e.g., For more information on colorectal cancer screening, please visit www.cancer.org/colon or contact the American Cancer Society at 1-800-227-2345. For more information about the 80% by 2018 initiative, visit www.nccrt.org.)]

