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Objectives  
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➢Monitor progress against colorectal cancer

➢ Report emerging trends

➢ Evaluate disparities 

▪ geography

▪ race and ethnicity
American Indian & Alaska Native persons



Incidence
• Surveillance, Epidemiology, & End Results (SEER) Program, National Cancer Institute

✓ Long-term

✓ Limited population coverage

✓ Survival, probability of developing/dying, prevalence

• National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR), CDC

✓ Since 1995

✓ More complete

• North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR)

✓ Near-complete population coverage

✓ Delay-adjusted from 1998 (90% coverage)

Data sources

+



Mortality
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS)

Underlying cause of death recorded on death certificates filed in 50 states & DC

✓ 1930-2020

✓ 99+% population coverage

Additional statistics

• 2023 Case/Death Estimates

✓ Spatio-temporal modeling & projection

✓ Method revised in 2021

• Trend & other analyses – NCI software
✓ SEER*Stat, version 8.3.9

✓ Joinpoint Regression Program, version 4.9.0.1

 

Data sources and analysis



Long-Term Trends in Colorectal Cancer Incidence, 1975-2020 , US
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Long-Term Trends in Colorectal Cancer Incidence, 1975-2020 , US
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Age-specific Colorectal Cancer Incidence Rates, 2015-2019, US
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Clin Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2022 Dec;20(12):2895-2904.e4. doi: 10.1016/j.cgh.2022.04.037. Epub 2022 May 14.



Estimated New Colorectal Cancer Cases and Deaths in 2023
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CASES

Age, years Total Percent

0-49 19,550 13%

50-64 48,210 32%

65+ 85,260 56%

All ages 153,020 100%

DEATHS

Age, years Total Percent

0-49 3,750 7%

50-64 13,160 25%

65+ 35,640 68%

All ages 52,550 100%

45% of cases in ages <65 yrs, up from 27% in 1995 



Trends in colorectal cancer incidence by age, 1998-2019
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Trend in the percentage of people diagnosed before 55 years, 1995-2019
Colorectal Cancer Statistics 2023

11%

20%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

1995 1998 2001 2004 2007 2010 2013 2016 2019

Percentage of 
diagnoses <55 y

Year of diagnosis

(1 in 5)

(1 in 10)



Trends in colorectal cancer incidence by age & stage at diagnosis
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Trends in colorectal cancer stage at diagnosis (%)
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Trends in colorectal cancer incidence by subsite
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Trends in the ratio of colon vs rectal cancer incidence by sex
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Trends in colorectal cancer incidence by subsite & age
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Colorectal Cancer Incidence, 2015-2019
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Disparities in incidence by race & ethnicity

American Indian incidence limited to Purchased/Referred Care Delivery Area counties and mortality adjusted for racial misclassification.
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Colorectal Cancer Incidence (2015-2019) and Mortality (2016-2020) by 
Race & Ethnicity

Native American incidence limited to Purchased/Referred Care Delivery Area counties; mortality are adjusted for racial misclassification using factors from the National Center for 
Health Statistics.
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Early-onset colorectal cancer trends in Native Americans
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Summary  
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➢ Continued progress confined to age 65+ years

➢ Shift to younger age: 20% of cases <55 y, up from 11% in 1995

➢ Shift to more advanced disease: 60% of cases, up from 52% in 

2005

➢ Shift to left-sided tumors: 31% rectal vs 27% in 1995

➢ Stark disparities

▪ State: 27 in Utah vs 47 in Mississippi 

▪ Racial/ethnic group: 29 in Asian/Pac Isl vs 89 in Native Alaskan

▪ Wide variation within Native American groups; high burden in some women 
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Thank you!



Collaborators  
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Nikita Sandeep Wagle, PhD, MBBS, MHA

Bob Smith, PhD

Andrea Cercek, MD

Ahmedin Jemal, PhD, DMV



Questions
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nccrt.org     @NCCRTnews     #80inEveryCommunity

Thank You
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