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ACS NCCRT Presents:

Conversations
Tailoring Colorectal Cancer Screening 
Messaging for Coalitions
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Please note the presentation is being recorded, but not 
the discussion groups. 

Remember to mute yourself during the presentation

Plan to come on camera during the breakout sessions.
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Let’s get to know each other– put your name, what state you’re from 
and which organization you represent in the chat. Add your 
organization after your name in Zoom by clicking the three dots to 
the top right of your video tile to help with breakouts.

Virtual Housekeeping

Don’t forget to complete our evaluation at the end of today’s 
call!



• Introduce and engage with the new ACS NCCRT State-Based 
Initiative Strategic Priority Team and other attendees through our 
interactive format

• Learn about the recently released toolkit titled “Tailoring Colorectal 
Cancer Screening Messaging: A Practical Coalition Guide” through a 
case study

• In small and large groups, discuss potential opportunities and 
challenges to using the toolkit’s recommendations to reach 
communities of all types

• Share top takeaways
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Objectives for Today’s Blue Star 
Conversations



ACS NCCRT State-Based Initiatives 
Strategic Priority Team Chairs

Katie Bathje, MA
Strategic Director, Comprehensive Cancer Control Initiatives
American Cancer Society (ACS)

Nikki Hayes, MPH
Chief, Comprehensive Cancer Control Branch, Division of Cancer 
Prevention and Control
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)



State-Based Initiatives Strategic Priority 
Team Overview

Recent name change from Professional Education & Practice Implementation, 
Community Stakeholders SPT, often referred to as “PEPI-Community” to “State-
Based Initiatives.”

Opportunity for ACS NCCRT to better support community-level activities

Learn from and engage more closely with state coalitions, roundtables, their 
partners, and state CRC screening programs.

Team Charge: to identify opportunities to leverage the national-level “ACS NCCRT 80% in 
Every Community” Campaign with state-based coalitions and programs, through proactive 
communication, networking, and development of resources to improve colorectal cancer 
screening and awareness.
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New Resource

Tailoring Colorectal Cancer Screening 
Messaging: A Practical Coalition Guide

• Targeted at coalition members and leaders who want 
to make highly effective campaigns to increase CRC 
screening in their communities

• Focuses on tailoring messaging to communities 
hardest to reach through a step-by-step process and 
practical tips

• Includes five case studies, one of which will be 
highlighted today by our speaker

This guide was developed by the ACS NCCRT with funding from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) cooperative agreement #NU58DP006460. The contents are those of 
the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an 
endorsement by, CDC/HHS, or the U.S. Government. View the Guide

https://nccrt.org/resource/tailoring-colorectal-cancer-screening-messaging-a-practical-coalition-guide/


Tamara Robinson, MS
Program Director
Nebraska Cancer Coalition
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Today’s Presenter:



www.necancer.org



NC2 Introductions

Tamara Robinson

Program Director



Vision 
Conquering Cancer Together

Mission
Connecting people and resources 
to strengthen cancer prevention, 
detection and quality of life in 
Nebraska.



Advocacy Outreach SurvivorshipEducation

Our Programs
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Colorectal 
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Cervical 

Cancer
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Cancer
Screening 
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Cancer

Skin 

Cancer

Pediatric 

Cancer

Blood 
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Prevention

Education



Colorectal Cancer in Nebraska 

CRC incidence/
mortality higher in 

NE vs. U.S.

35.9% of Nebraskans 
were NOT up-to-date 
on screening  in 2022 

Estimated 940 new 
cases & 380 deaths in 

NE in 2024 

CRC is the 2nd leading 
cancer killer in Nebraska  

Sources: American Cancer Society, CDC 



• Utilized  NCCRT's "Lead Time 

Messaging Guidebook" to update 

campaign

• Incorporated Facts/Statistics and 

Recommended Messaging 

• Updated key messaging/talking 

points, flyers, and social media posts

Nebraska Statewide CRC Awareness Campaign



45-54 year old's up-to-
date on CRC screening 

in Nebraska 

Colorectal Cancer Screening 

CRC incidence 
rates rising in 

those under 50

CRC leading cause of 
cancer-related death 

among 20-49-year-olds 

#

1#2

Sources: American Cancer Society, CDC, Journal of American Medical Association 



30% of people 
diagnosed with CRC 
have a family history

Colorectal Cancer Risk /Symptoms

55% of CRC 
related to lifestyle 

factors

2/3 of young adults 
experience symptoms of 

CRC for many months 
before diagnosis

Source: American Cancer Society 



March 2024 Colorectal Cancer 

Awareness Campaign 

www.fightbackne.org



Materials Included

Posters/Flyers (ready to print/co-brandable)

Translated materials (Arabic, Spanish, Vietnamese) 

Social Media Posts/Messaging  - Canva Templates

News Release Template & Talking Points

TV Display Screens

www.fightbackne.org



Images to Reflect Demographics 

www.fightbackne.org



One & Two Page Flyers/Posters 

www.fightbackne.org



Translated Materials 

• Arabic 

• Spanish

• Vietnamese

www.fightbackne.org



TV Display Screens 

www.fightbackne.org



Social Media

www.fightbackne.org



CRC Public Info Page 
www.necancer.org/Colorectal-Cancer

(also have Spanish version) 



Media Coverage

Statewide Radio PSAs 

Interviews with CRC survivors 

and healthcare providers 

Print & digital ads

Governor’s Proclamation



Dress in Blue Day Light Up Blue 
Friday, March 1 - #DressinBlueNE



Results

Reached over 

700,000  in 

2023!

Growth each 

year



Utilize evidence-based resources to develop & 
implement (make sure to update as needed)

Consistent Messaging

Key Takeaways

Need a neutral party to bring partners together & 
facilitate statewide  

Coordinated approach

Partners need to know & trust one another 

Relationships are key

Seek and incorporate feedback from partners on 
what is and is not working

Partner Feedback



Contact Us

Questions/Comments 

Laura Schabloske
Executive Director
executivedirector@necancer.org

www.necancer.org

Tamara Robinson
Program Director
programadmin@necancer.org



Questions?
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Small Group Discussion

• You will be placed at random into a breakout room 
with a moderator who has been prepped for today’s 
session.

• We encourage you all to come on camera. 

• Each breakout group will have roughly 20 minutes to 
review the topic and discussion questions. 

• Please choose someone to take notes and share back 
with larger group.



Discussion Questions

What are some of the communities you may not have 
reached before that have lower CRC screening rates 
and/or higher CRC incidence/mortality?

After watching today’s presentation, what are 
innovative ways to reach out to those communities you 
haven’t reached before? What action items are on your 
list to start the process to increase CRC screening rates?

Have you engaged any community champions for 
increasing CRC screening? If yes, who are they and 
how?
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Don’t forget to check out the new resource!

Tailoring Colorectal Cancer Screening 
Messaging: A Practical Coalition Guide

• Targeted at coalition members and leaders who want 
to make highly effective campaigns to increase CRC 
screening in their communities

• Focuses on tailoring messaging to communities 
hardest to reach through a step-by-step process and 
practical tips

• Includes five case studies, one of which will be 
highlighted today by our speaker

This guide was developed by the ACS NCCRT with funding from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) cooperative agreement #NU58DP006460. The contents are those of 
the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an 
endorsement by, CDC/HHS, or the U.S. Government. View the Guide

https://nccrt.org/resource/tailoring-colorectal-cancer-screening-messaging-a-practical-coalition-guide/


Thank You
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nccrt.org  @NCCRTnews  #80inEveryCommunity
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